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Field work in Peninsular Malaysia as part of the first author’s research into relationships and evolutionary polarity be-
tween Hanguana malayana, a widespread freshwater helophyte, and the numerous and mostly undescribed Sundaic 
forest species has to date resulted in the collection of five distinctive novel forest-dwelling Hanguana species. These 
are described here and figured in colour. Increased understanding of these and other forest species of Hanguana has 
enabled a concise delimitation of the taxonomically long-obfuscated colonial helophytic H. malayana, and this is 
here presented, and the species figured. The current taxonomy of Hanguana is summarised, and a key to the so-far 
described Peninsular Malaysian species is provided.
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Introduction
Although the taxonomy of Hanguana (Hanguanaceae) 
in Sunda remains beset with considerable confusion, 
field work in Malaysia is beginning to permit better un-
derstanding of the many taxonomic novelties and through 
this gradually establish a stable taxonomic platform from 
which to begin phylogenetic investigations of the genus 
Hanguana (Nurfazilah & al., in press).
Aside from making a start to bring taxonomic clar-
ity to forest species of Hanguana, ongoing field work in 
Peninsular Malaysia has facilitated correction of several 
morphological misconceptions, ecological inexactitudes, 
and taxonomic and nomenclatural problems associated 
with Hanguana malayana (Jack) Merr.
Results
Taxonomy of Hanguana
The changes and novel additions proposed in this paper 
enable the current taxonomy of Hanguana, comprising 
10 species, to be summarised as follows: 
Hanguana Blume, Enum. Pl. Javae: 15. 1827.
Type: Hanguana kassintu Blume
= Susum Blume ex Roem. & Schult., Syst. Veg. 7(2): 
95. 1830. – Type: Susum anthelminthicum Blume ex 
Roem. & Schult.
= Veratronia Miq., Fl. Ned. Ind. 3: 553. 1859. – Type: 
Veratronia malayana (Jack) Miq.
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